Cambridge Democratic City Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 15, 2011
Baldwin School, 28 Sacramento Street, at 7 pm

The Meeting was called to order at 7:12PM.
Chair Daniel Schlozman asked to dispense with calling of the roll, which was moved by Avi Green, seconded, and accepted on a voice vote.

A motion to accept the Minutes from the September Meeting was put forward by Sara Mae Berman, was seconded, and accepted on a voice vote.

Reports of Officers
 
Daniel Schlozman, Chair:
Daniel reported that we are at a point in the political calendar where we are reconstituting ourselves. First, we are reconstituting our ward committees, which include more than 200 people, including new people. We are still looking for more people to increase our diversity in all ways. Individuals can be elected to a ward committee with a minimum of five (5) write-in votes on the ballot if there are openings, or ward committees can vote them in after the ward committees are reconstituted. Anyone interested in this may contact their ward chairs to do this – and to be added to the City Committee list. 

Helen Glikman, Vice-Chair:
After welcoming attendees and urging them to have their share of pizza, Helen apologized for her absence at the September meeting. She reported that the CDCC’s Annual Potluck & Holiday Party will be at the First Parish Unitarian Church in Harvard Square on Friday, December 9 from 5:30 to 8:00 PM. She is working to get space for the February meeting, where we will hold the caucus to nominate members of the City of Cambridge Election Commission, and that location will be announced as soon as possible. Helen also noted that delegates for the 2012 Democratic State Convention in Springfield in June will be elected at caucuses in each ward in February, most during the weekend of Feb. 11-12.

Bill McAvinney, Treasurer:
Bill reported the CDCC had not taken in additional funds since the September meeting, so that $16,850 in the committee’s bank account, we have approximately $15,000 available for campaign efforts in 2012. He also noted that we have established an ActBlue account.

Brian Corr, Affirmative Action & Outreach Officer:
On Saturday, September 15, Cambridge participated in the nationwide Obama for America Day of Action. This entailed voter registration and recruitment and outreach for the 2012 presidential campaign, and it was done in a way that suited the unique needs of Cambridge. The effort focused on public and low-income housing in Area 4 (Newtowne Court and Washington Elms), West Cambridge (Braxton Arms), and Strawberry Hill (Corcoran Park). This activity was organized by the subcommittee on Campaigns and Elections, and special thanks are due to Donna Barry for doing citywide coordination and coordinating with OFA. Statewide, Cambridge had largest numbers of volunteers, with 41 people working that day, securing 60 “I’m In” commitments for the Obama campaign and registering 21 new voters. Brian also reported that last week he met with Mel and Tina Poindexter from the statewide AAOC Committee, and that was helpful in continuing to frame how to support, promote, and encourage participation of minority and AA populations in the Democratic Party in Cambridge.

Committee Reports
Donna Barry reported for the Subcommittee on Campaigns and Elections. Many activities have been planned, with the focus being on New Hampshire for the next 6 weeks in preparation for the January 10, 2012 primary. This effort is important because with so many New Hampshire voters being unenrolled (independents), the people who vote for the President in the primary are more likely to vote for him in November 2012. Upcoming activities include a canvass on this coming Saturday, nationwide house party day in November, and ongoing Saturday canvasses.

Announcements:

Megan Corrigan, who is organizing greater Boston for Elizabeth Warren’s Senate campaign, announced that she was in attendance to provide volunteer sheets and handouts about how to get involved. The campaign is planning statewide house parties on December 3.

Avi Green made an announcement on behalf of Laurie Taymor-Berry urging people to send postcards to Sen. Kerry regarding the Supercommittee on the Federal budget. He also noted that Laurie is being honored this weekend by the Center on Church and Prison.

Program: Redistricting Forum with Distinguished Guests

Avi Green introduced the redistricting panel:
· Pam Wilmot, Executive Director of Common Cause;
· Rahsaan Hall, attorney and Deputy Director of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Economic Justice
· Wally DeGuglielmo, Chief of Staff for Sen. Sal DiDomenico
· Bob FitzPatrick, Chief of Staff for Sen. Pat Jehlen
Regrets were sent from Rep. Mike Moran, House Chair of the Redistricting Committee.

Avi provided a brief overview of the effects of redistricting on Cambridge: 
· State House: we have gone from 6 to 5 representatives, resulting in a bit more focus of those districts on Cambridge;
· State Senate: we still have three senators; and
· Congress: divided into two CDs.

Pam Wilmot:
Last time there redistricting occurred in 2001, there was a significant lawsuit regarding case of retrogression (reduction of minority voting rights) under the Voting Rights Act. That redistricting process was conducted behind closed doors, the committee members did not meet with advocates. In the end, it resulted in Speaker Finneran losing his seat. There was also a bad process ten years earlier.

Common Cause is pushing for a nonpartisan redistricting commission, as in three other states, but the advocacy was not successful for this round, as it simply was not in the cards to get a constitutional amendment, which is the only way to accomplish this. However, the advocacy groups secured changes resulting in much more transparency in the process and a better result that has given us a significant increase in majority-minority districts.

Rahsaan Hall:
Because of the history of redistricting and the surrounding controversies about previous processes in Massachusetts, it created an opening for establishing the Drawing Democracy Project as a grassroots initiative. The project got people involved in the Redistricting Committee’s hearings and in the new public comment period, allowed people across the Commonwealth to be heard. Credit also must be given to Rep. Moran and Sen. Rosenberg for their leadership in leading this redistricting process in a more open way than had happened in the past. Overall, Massachusetts went from ten to 20 majority-minority districts in the State House of Representatives and from two to three in the State Senate, and now has the first majority-minority CD in the history of Massachusetts.

One of the inadequacies of the Voting Rights Act is that it only looks at minorities, but no other interest. However, it also creates real opportunities for communities of color to elect candidates of their choice. One of the key things that Drawing Democracy did was examining whether there was dilution of minority voting rights through redistricting, and that was not found in this process.

Avi Green noted that Rep. Mike Moran was invited but could not attend, and that and Rep. Alice Wolf, Sen. Sal DiDomenico, and Sen. Pat Jehlen all wanted to be here, but that all were in session while the House and Senate debate the final plans.

Wally DeGuglielmo:
Sen. Rosenberg heard the message from Cambridge about the split into two different Congressional districts. The new M&E districts went from seven towns down to four, with the split being approximately 32% Cambridge, 22% Chelsea, 25% Boston, and 25% Everett.

Bob FitzPatrick:
Many communities were unhappy with the way the proposed Congressional districts split communities of interest, and for example Jamaica Plain wants to move, Cambridge wants to be rejoined, Milton wants to be rejoined. Based on the response from Cambridge, there has been a good deal of work to address that split, and the only way to rejoin Cambridge would be to split Allston/Brighton and put it into Congressman Markey's district – which would divide the City of Boston into three separate CDs for the first time. The amendment to do this was one of eight amendments in the House, but this one did not pass in the House, but Senators Petrucelli, Jehlen, and DiDomenico are pushing it in the Senate. One of the challenges is that the mandate they were given for any amendments of the Congressional district plan was that the population of each district must be exactly one-ninth of the population of Massachusetts – 727,514 or 727,515 – and that the various groups including Drawing Democracy, MassVote, and Common Cause must be on board with the changes.

Comments and questions

One person understands the theory and practice of creating majority-minority districts, but was concerned that it makes the other districts more likely to elect Republicans. Pam Wilmot pointed out that is not really the case in Mass., and that the districts are less gerrymandered and more compact.

Another person how many other cities were split? Pam Wilmot answered that there are ten statewide. Avi Green noted that in only Massachusetts can towns decide their precincts, and then use those to build the districts. In all other states, the precincts are decided after districts lines are drawn. It was also explained that election officials in the cities and town where precincts are split between districts will create “A” and “B” lists in the split precincts.

A question was raised regarding the prospects for getting a nonpartisan redistricting commission. Pam Wilmot believes that there would need to be a huge amount of public pressure, but it is generally scandal that creates this sort of change.

A member of the CDCC related that we were stymied about how to get a change in the Congressional district with the short amount of time for changes and asked whether it could be different in the future, and what have been the developments on the national scene. Rahsaan Hall described that there have been steps forward and some steps backward, including potentially Texas and Louisiana. Massachusetts stands out nationally for increasing then number of majority minority districts on the state level. Pam Wilmot related that in terms of having just one week for public comment week, advocated were pushing for two weeks, and the short time available was apparently related to some disagreement between the House and the Senate. Avi noted that people pushed very hard to secure the nine-day period for public comment on the State House and State Senate districts. Ten years ago, the bill dropped on a Friday and the vote was taken on the next Monday with no maps available, just the text of the bill.

There was a question whether Cambridge Ward 3 Precinct 2 was divided. Bob FitzPatrick explained that it was divided based on census blocks. There was a follow-up regarding the tradition of Cambridge and Beacon Hill being in a Congressional district numbered as the 8th. Avi proposed that the leadership of the Redistricting Committee felt strongly that the traditions around Congressional redistricting were not helpful. He also noted that there probably will be a lot of competition in the Congressional races due to there being so many new people in each district.

A question was raised about exactly where will the special State Senate election to fill the seat vacated by Sen. Steven Tolman will happen, as the district is changing between the primary and general elections. Polly Cobb explained that although the new district lines take effect on January 1, 2012, the people who vote in the special primary election December will also vote in the special general election in January.

A comment was made that none of the six Cambridge state representatives or the three state senators knew about the redistricting plans before the general public and asked, “Why were they in the dark.” Panelists noted that it was a sign of a transparent process that members of the House and Senate found out what the final proposals were at the same moment that the public learned.

Final thoughts from the panelists:
· Pam Wilmot: It will be difficult to change anything at this point, so get good people to run and get new people engaged.
· Rahsaan Hall: Energizing, mobilizing, organizing, educating, and empowering people to be engaged in the process need to continue in Cambridge.
· Wally DeGuglielmo: Introduce yourselves to your new representatives and senators. Make your voices heard and be organized.
· Bob FitzPatrick: Regarding the short amount of time after the release of the Congressional maps and the scramble to address it, be heartened that the advocacy from Cambridge resulted in an amendment. Take some solace from the fact that that the 52,000 people in Congressman Markey's district in Cambridge are the second-largest set of constituents, just after Framingham. Congressman Markey will pay attention to Cambridge.

Adjournment

There was a motion to adjourn which was seconded and adopted on a voice vote.

Adjournment at 8:46 PM on November 19, 2011

Respectfully Submitted,
Brian J. Corr
AAO Officer & Acting Secretary
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